
YOUTH LED FUND – INDIVIDUAL APPLICATION FORM

Thank you so much for applying to the Youth Led Fund!

And please don't worry about spelling and which words you use. 

The application form is divided in four sections:
· General Information
· Your creative idea
· Showcasing Opportunity
· EDI Data

More info about the fund and the eligibility criteria can be found on our website: https://www.moniackmhor.org.uk/youth/creative-scotland-youth-led-fund/

If you need help filling out your application, please get in touch with us.

This information will be held securely by Moniack Mhor and not shared with any third party.


General Information

Name: Sandy Smith

Pronouns: they/them

Age: 24 years old

E-mail Address (or phone number, if you'd rather be contacted via phone): Example@email.com

Where are you currently based in Scotland?: Glasgow

Have you received funding from the youth led fund before?: No


Are you 16 and under or is someone filling this out with you? (Please skip to ‘Your Creative Idea’ if this is not applicable to you) (If it applies, highlight the relevant answer)

Yes, I’m under 16 and someone is helping me
Yes, someone is helping me

What is your name and your relationship to the applicant? Email address

For those under 16 with someone helping
Will you be present or available during the project to offer support and ensure safety?

Have you or will you complete any safeguarding checks required by your role (e.g. DBS, if appropriate)? If relevant.

How will you support the child in managing any risks (e.g. travel, materials, online activities)?

Are there any specific concerns we should be aware of to help support this young person safely?

I confirm I have read and understood the safeguarding responsibilities mentioned in the questions above and will ensure this child’s safety during the project. (Please highlight the relevant answer)

Yes 
No


Your creative idea
We're excited to hear more about your creative idea in this section. Please be as detailed as possible, as this is the section that we mainly base our decision on. If you require assistance, please get in touch. The word count is a general guidance, we understand you sometimes go over or slightly under word count and will consider this.

Tell us about yourself and your creativity. Around 150 words.
This is the part where we’d like to get to know you better. What makes you excited creatively? What inspires you? What creative activities do you enjoy? Where you are in your creative journey? Do you have any future plans or hopes you'd like to share with us?  (These questions are only guidance, you only have to answer the ones relevant to you)

I am a writer and artist who likes to use both image and words as part of my creative work. I
enjoy photography and drawing, and I like to photoshop my images together to create
distorted collages that go alongside my poems. I am inspired by the LGBTQI+ community
that exists in the city where I live, as well as my own identity as a queer, transgender person.
I like to explore the histories queer and trans existence and resistance in Scotland, combining
words and image to tell stories in a poetic way. Over the last few years I have read my
poetry at different community events, and have had some of my writing published in a
magazine. Now, I would like to focus on self-publishing my own zine as a way to combine
both parts of my creative practice and focus on something more physical that I could share
in the future. I am also interested in film as a medium to explore queer histories, and one
day I would love to write prose or poetry for a moving-image based work.

What would you like to use the funding for? Around 300 words with the focus on part a.
a. Tell us more about your creative idea. 
b. This is where we'd like you to share what you'd like to do with the money, but we don't require a detailed budget.

The reason I am applying for the fund is because I want to publish a zine of my own writing
and visual art. I want to record the beauty and joy, as well as the turmoil and fear, of being
queer and trans during this period of political exclusion in the UK as basic human rights are
being stripped away from trans people. I want to write a series of poems and prose poems
that become part of an experimental, diarised zine exploring the experiences of modern
existence for queer and trans people. I want to spend time gathering research within my
own urban community to show that our lives are neither homogenous nor defined by our
hardships, as well as to create a sense of our shared experience and strength. My creative
practice of photography, drawing and photo-editing would set the visual background for the
zine, and different poems and writing would interact with the images throughout. My use of
photoshop to create layered and collaged images is important in distorting ways of seeing. I
want my artwork to push for nuance and newness, emphasising the need to look for new
ways of being in this world.
It is really important to me that this zine is able to be shared and distributed to my
community and further afield. Therefore, I would require funding to access printing studios
and book binding facilities to make my zines. Included in the £350 funding I am asking for
would be 3 days rent of a printing and binding studio space, which covers materials and
additional costs. The money would also cover the cost of new film for my camera which I will use to take pictures for the zine, as well as the printing and developing of my images at a
photo lab.



How would the funding address challenges you face in participating/pursuing your creativity? Around 150 words.
How do you think receiving the funding would help remove barriers to achieving your creative potential? Website definitions of isolation and marginalisation.

As a mixed-race, queer and transgender person I often feel like I have less access to
professional creative spaces, and that my experiences and identities are often only an
afterthought in other people's creative work. This means that I have much less confidence in
myself and my abilities to succeed in the ways I want to in terms of my creative journey. I
often feel like my creative work is deemed as 'difficult' and 'uncomfortable' because I address
personal issues of my own marginalised experiences which are not welcomed by publishers
or in professional arts spaces. This funding would help me to make and publish my own
work, which gives me autonomy and freedom over how I want to express myself. This feels
exciting and like it will enable me to develop my own creative voice and style. It will also
mean that I can share my work within the communities and social spaces that will value and
appreciate it.



How would the funding benefit you or others beyond the project?
This is where we'd like you to share what impact the funding would have for you or others. For example, develop skills, socialising, creating community and more.

In making this zine, I would be socialising and interacting with other LGBTQI+ people in my
city. This would be really important in enabling me to build both a social and creative
community of other writers and artists who might share similar experiences to myself. It
would help me to gain a sense of confidence in myself and in my work, and possibly create
connections for other collaborative projects within my community. It would enable me to
learn more about photo printing and book binding, something I have only done in
workshops, as well as learning how to develop my own film photography. It would also be
the first time I have received arts funding and it would be great for me to gain skills in
budgeting and planning a creative project.


Have you considered the materials you may need for your project come with possible risks while using for example craft knives, heavy tools? (Please highlight the relevant option)

Yes 
No


If successful, how would you like to receive this funding? (Please highlight the relevant option)

Bank Transfer
Items ordered/classes paid for on your behalf

If you chose ‘Bank Transfer', please give us your bank details. Full Name (as it's shown on your card), sort code and account number.

Orla Galbraith
00-00-00
00000000

If you chose ‘Items ordered/classes paid on your behalf’, it would be brilliant if you could give us relevant links to items/classes, that would be very helpful. If you need help doing research, just let us know.

If you'd like something ordered to your house, please give us your address.


Is there anything else you'd like to ask/tell us about?


Showcasing Opportunity
At the end of this project, we're planning to share outcomes of the people who have received funding. Whether you would like us to showcase your work or not, please be assured this won't affect our decision.

Would you be interested in us showcasing your work? (Please highlight the relevant option)

Yes
No 
Maybe

Would you be interested in coming along in person to a showcasing event? (Please highlight the relevant option)

Yes
No 
Maybe


EDI Data

Gender
Female
Male
Non-Binary
Prefer Not to Say
Other

Age
8-15
16-24
25-30

Ethnicity
White Scottish
White English | Welsh | Northern Irish | British – please specify:
White Irish
Gypsy | Irish traveller
Roma
Traveller
Polish
White other – please specify:
Asian | Asian Scottish | Asian British
Chinese | Chinese Scottish | Chinese British
African | African Scottish | African British
Caribbean | Caribbean Scottish | Caribbean British
Black | Black Scottish | Black British
Arab | Arab Scottish | Arab British
Mixed or multiple ethnic groups – please specify:
Prefer not to say

Sexual Orientation
Heterosexual
Lesbian
Gay
Bisexual
Prefer not to say

Disability
As defined by the Equality Act 2010, disability is a physical or mental impairment which has a substantial and long-term adverse effect on a person’s ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities.  

Do you consider yourself to be disabled? 
Yes
No 
Prefer not to say

If yes, please could you tell us in what way? 
Cognitive or learning disability
Visual impairment
Hearing impairment
Physical disability
Mental health condition
Other long term | chronic condition
Prefer not to say



